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EXTRACTS FROM THE JOURNAL OF MRS. ANN 

MANIGAULT 

1754-1781 

With notes by Mabel L. Webber 

This Journal, or Diary, was kept by Mrs. Ann (Ashby) Mani- 
gault, wife of Gabriel Manigault, the wealthy merchant, for many 
years Public Treasurer, and reputed to be the richest man of this 
Province in the eighteenth century. It has been used by several 
historians from time to time, especially by General McCrady; 
and, while the entries are brief, and we have only abstracts of the 
original, it gives a valuable outline of the happenings of the 
period. 

The copy which is used here, was made by Gabriel Manigault, 
grandson to the writer, who puts in occasional comments of his 
own. 

Mrs. Ann Manigault was the daughter of John Ashby, second 
Cassique, and Constantia Broughton; she married Gabriel Mani- 
gault in 1730, and died in April 1782, her husband died in June 
1781. 

EXTRACTS FROM A JOURNAL KEPT BY MRS. A. M. BEGINNING 1ST 
JANRY. 1754, ENDING IN 1781 

1754. Jany. 1. Dined at Mrs. Wragg's. N.B. This is the first 
entry in the Journal, Mrs. Wragg is often 
mentioned by the name of Madam Wragg. 1 
Feb. 3. Mr. Tetard at dinner. 2 
April 1. Mrs. Royer do. s 

2. Saw Mr. Clark & Mr. Andrews. 4 

1 An interpolation by Gabriel Manigault; for a chart of the Wragg family 
see this Magazine, vol. xix, p. 121. 

* Rev. Jean Pierre TStard, pastor of the French, or Huguenot Church in 
Charles Town in 1753 and later. (Howe, Hist. Pres. Ch. in S. C.) 

8 Possibly Mrs. Anne Royer, widow of John Royer, of Wando Ferry. (5. 
C. Gazette, Jan. 8, 1754.) 

* Rev. John Clark, A.M. and Rev. John Andrews, LL.B., rector and as- 
sistant of St. Philips Church, arriving from England in 1753 or '54. (Dalcho, 
Church Hist., p. 166.) 
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1754. May 8. Lady Nesbett called. 5 

13. At Mrs. D'Harriett's. 6 22. Captains Holdin, 
Suckling etc. at dinner. 7 28. To see a wire- 
dancer at Gordon's. 8 30. Mr. Lake to din- 
ner. 9 

June 13. Mr. Whitfield came. 10 

July 3. Saw Mrs. Bounetheau & Mrs. Banbury. 11 4. 
Went to Mrs. D'Harriett's Plantation. 12 9. 
Mr. M. had a fever & took an emetic. 10. 
Better. 11. Pretty well. 12. Mrs. D'Har- 
riette died. 1 * 

Sept. 5. Mrs. Stead 1." 

6 Sir Alexander Nisbet died in October, 1753, leaving a widow Mary, who 
is probably the lady mentioned. 

•Ann Odingsell, widow of John Smith, married Benjamin D'Harriette 
March 2, 1725 /6. (St. Philips Reg.) Odingsell pronounced with accent on 
the 2d. syllable. 

7 "Capt. Maurice Suckling, lately appointed Commander of His Majesty's 
Snow, Baltimore, in the room of Capt. McDonald deceased, arrived here 
last Saturday in the Industry, Capt. Pearson. In the same vessel arrived 
also Capt. Holding, another commander in the Navy." (S. C. Gazette, May 
21, 1754.) 

8 "Mr. Sturgess, lately from London, proposes to exhibit his Equilibres 
on the Slack Wire. .... Tickets for the pit 30 sh. and for the gal- 
lery 20 sh. to be had at Mr. John Gordon's Tavern in whose Long Room the 
Equilibres are exhibiting " (S. C. Gaz. June 11, 1754.) Gor- 
don's Tavern was on Broad St. (S. C. Gaz. Ap. 30, 1753). 

* A Richard Lake with a wife Mary lived in St. Andrew's parish at this 
period. (This Magazine, vol. xiv.) 

10 S. C. Gazette, June 4, 1754. The Success, Capt. Thompson, from Lon- 
don, with the Rev. Mr. Whitfield on Board arrived at Port-Royal yester- 
day 7-night. Ibid., June 20th. Last Thursday Morning the Rev George 
Whitfield arrived in Town from the Southward, and the same Evening preached 
in the New-England Meeting. On Monday he set out for the Southward 
again after having preached twice every Day during his stay. 

11 Connections of the Manigaults through Judith Manigault, who married 
first James Banbury, and second Thomas Witter. For an account of the 
Manigault Family, see Transactions of the Huguenot Soc. of S. C, No. 4. 

u Probably on Charlestown Neck, see vol. xix, p. 21. 

13 She is buried in St. Philips churchyard, where there is a stone to her 
memory, and also to that of her husband. 

14 The small "1" so frequently used refers to births, meaning lay in. Ben- 
jamin Stead married in Nove. 1748, Mary daughter of Gov. Robert Johnson 
deceased. (Salley's Marriage Notices.) 
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1754. Oct. 3. took an emetic. 4. do. carthetic. 9. was 

blooded. 17. Mr. M. to Silk Hope. 16 My 
self very sick. 23. Mr. M. returned to 
town. 

Nov. 11. Went to a Ball. 25. Went to the play of Geo. 
Barnewell. 18 

Dec. 1. My son arrived from England. 17 4. Gentle- 
men at dinner. 5. do, at Supper. 6. do at 
tea. 10. Miss Newman went with me to the 
Assembly. 18 14. Gentlemen at dinner. 27. 
Went to the play. 

1755. Jan. 7. to the Assembly. 13. A visit from Mrs. Wragg, 

and her daughter. 15. The Council to dinner. 

21. to the Assembly. 25. My son to Silk 

Hope. 27. I went to the Play. 
Feb. 1. My son returned to Town. 2. Gentleman at 

dinner. 14. Went to hear a Quaker preacher. 

18. to the Assembly. 23. Mrs. Simons & 

Miss Allen at dinner. 28. I went to hear 

Mr. Whitfield. 
Mar. 3. Gentlemen to sup in my sons office. 8. To hear 

Mr. Whitfield. 24. do. 
May 10. My son went to the Club. 36. Mr. M. went 

to Silkhope. 22. He returned to Town. 

"Silkhope was the Manigault plantation in St. Thomas' parish. (This 
Magazine, vol. xviii, p. 13-14.) 

11 5. C. Gaz., Sept. 5, 1754. "On Friday last, arrived a Company of Come- 
dians from Philadelphia." Ibid, Oct. 3, 1754. "At the NEW THEATRE, 
on Monday next, will be Performed by A Company of Comedians from 
London, A TRAGEDY, called the FAIR PENITENT. Tickets may be had 
of Mr. John Remington, and at the Printers. Price: State box, 50 sh. Front 
and Side Boxes 40 sh. Pitt 30 sh. and Gallery 20 sh." The subsequent 
papers contain frequent advertisements of the plays given. The theatre was 
in Queen St. 

"S. C. Gaz., Dec. 5, 1754. "Sunday last arrived here from London. 
.... Mr. Peter Manigault (the only son of Gabriel Manigault, Esq.)" 
He later became Speaker of the Commons House. 

" Social affairs. See Journal of Josiah Quincy, Jr. 1773, Mass. Hist. Soc. 
Proceedings, v. 49, p. 448, "March 10. Evening. Spent the evening at the 
Assembly. Bad music, good dancing, elegantly disposed Supper, bad pro- 
visions, worse dressed." 
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1755. June 6. A visit from Mrs. Peter Banbury. 8. My son 
married to Miss Elizabeth Wragg. 9. Gentle- 
man to breakfast here. Dined at Mrs. 
Wragg's. 10. I was not well, remained at 
home. 11. Mrs. Wragg's family dined here. 
15. Drank tea at Mrs. Wragg's. 20. Went 
to Mrs. Wragg's with Mrs. Stead. 21. My 
son and his wife drank tea here & rode out. 

July 6. — do — dine here. 14. My son sick. 15. took 
an emetic & was better. 16. had a fever. 
17. Had a fever again. 18. do — do. 19. It 
abated by taking bark. 20. he was well. 
30. My son went to live at his own house, 
we supped there. 

Aug. 4. Mr. M. not well. 10. My son not well. 21. 
I went to Mrs. Wragg's plantation. 

Sept. 1. My daughter sick. Took an emetic. 2. She 
was better. 15. a visit from Capt. Hood. 1 * 

Oct. 16. Mr. D'Harriette married. 20 29. Parson Hay- 
wood died. 21 Mr. Clark very ill. 

Nov. 10. I went to a Ball. 22 11. Mr. M. to Silkhope. 
12. My son & daughter & Capt. Hood at 
Supper. 14. My son and Daughter went to 
Silkhope. 18. Mr. M. returned to Town. 
20. My son and His party returned to town & 
supped here. 

19 Samuel Hood, Esq., commander of His Majesty's sloop Jamaica. (5. C. 
Gazette, April 1, 1756.) 

2 " He married Martha Fowler, widow of James Fowler. (Salley, Marriage 
Notices.) 

21 Yesterday died The Rev. Henry Heywood, a Baptist Preacher in this 
Town: who was esteemed one of the greatest Scholars in America. (5. C. Gaz., 
May 7, 1756.) 

22 S. C. Gaz., Thursday, Nov. 13, 1755. "Monday last being His Majesty's 
Birth Day, [George II.] when he entered into the Seventy-third Year of his 
Age, the Same was observed here with the usual demonstrations of Joy: The 
Charles Town Regiment was under Arms, and reviewed by His Excellency, 
[Gov. Glen] who gave a Supper and a Ball to the Ladies at Mr. Poinsett's." 
In 1750 Elisha Poinsetts tavern was in Broad St. (S. C. Gaz. Feb. 26, 1750.) 
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1755. Dec. 1. A visit from Capt. Proby. 28 25. Doctor Garden 

married. 29. Mr. Gadsden do. 2 * 

1756. Jan. 25. My Daughter not well. 

Feb. 10. Went to an Assembly. 17. Mr. D'Harriette 
died. 25 26. A Horse-race & assembly. 26 27. 
visit from Capt. Proby. 

Mar. 27. A child found in a cellar. 17. Was seized with 
the Rheumatism very violently. 28. My 
Hand remained very weak. 30. An enter- 
tainment given to the Governor at Poinsett's 
Tavern. 

Apr. 5. Col Bird from Virginia dined with us. 27 6. My 
Son not well. 11. Miss Bull married. 28 

May 4. A visit from Capts. Proby and Hood. 5. The 
Governor at tea. 7. My Son not well. 14. 

"Hon. Charles Proby, Esq: commander of His M's ship Syren. (5. C. 
Gazette, May 7, 1756.) 

* Christopher Gadsden married Mary Hasell, dau: of Rev. Thos. Hasell 
and his wife Elizabeth Ashby; she was born in 1734, a niece of Mrs. Mani- 
gault. (Reg. St. Thomas and St. Denis, and Marriage Notices.) Alexander 
Garden and Elizabeth Peronneau m: Dec. 25, 1755 (St. Philip's Regs. MSS.) 

*S. C. Gazette, Feb. 19, 1756. "On Tuesday died suddenly, Mr. Ben- 
jamin d'Harriette, formerly an eminent merchant of this Town, hut had re- 
tired from Business some years — knowing -when he had, enough. We hear 
he bequeathed a considerable Legacy to the South Carolina Society." His 
tombstone in St. Philips States him to have been a native of New York, aged 
55 years, having lived 30 years in this Province. He had no children, and 
his will generously provided for the relations of both of his wives, some cousins 
of his own, and for the French church, the Baptist church, St. Philips, and the 
Protestant Dissenters "to whom the brick Meeting house towards the North- 
side of The said Town doth belong," also to the So. Ca. Soc. and the French 
Protestant Soc. of New York. 

* S. C. Gas. Mar. 4, 1756. The last Day of the Races at New Market 
Course .... several Pocket Books had been very expertly drawn out of 
Gentlemen's Pockets .... 

" Ibid., April 1, 1756. On the 24 ult. came to Town, by Land, from Vir- 
ginia, the Hon. Cols. Bird and Randolph, Members of His Majesty's Council 
there with some other Gentlemen; who are supposed to have taken this extra- 
ordinary Journey, (in which they passed thro' the Indian Nations) on some 
Public Business. 

•» Elizabeth, dau: Burnaby Bull, m: Wm. Simpson, Esq. (This Magazine, 
v. 1, p. 88.) 
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A Fast day. 29 16. Mr. Andrews married.' 
18. Mr. M. to Silkhope. 26. He returned to 
Town. 
1756. June 1. Mrs. Chalmers. 31 12. A great fire on Beale's 
wharf. 32 23. A great Storm. 25. I was not 
well. 
Aug. 28. Mrs. Stead 1. 

"Ibid., May 1, 1756. A Proclamation [by Gov. James Glen] Whereas 
it hath pleased Almighty God to visit the Kingdom of Portugal and other 
Countries with very astonishing and awful Judgments: And whereas sev- 
eral Provinces upon this Continent, Tho' far more powerful than this, have 
for some Time past been afflicted with the Calamities of War, and had their 
Back-Settlements laid Waste by the most cruel Incursions of merciless Sav- 
ages while this Colony, surrounded with numerous Nations of Indians has 
been wonderfully preserved in Peace and Security, notwithstanding our 
manifold Sins had justly deserved severe Punishment: And it being our Duty 
to repent of our Sins, and humble ourselves before God: I have therefore 
resolved, by and with the advice of His Majesty's Council that a Public Fast 
be observed throughout this Province .... Friday the Fourteenth of 
May next 

30 Rev. John Andrews and Mary Rothmahler married May 16, 1756. (St. 
Philips Reg. no. 2.) 

" Sarah, daughter of Lionel and Martha Chalmers born June 1, 1756. 
(Same.) 

a 5. C. Gazelle, June 17, 1756. Last Sunday Morning between 1 and 2 
O'Clock, a Fire (which is supposed may have been maliciously kindled by 
some hellish Incendiary) broke out amongst a Parcel of Pitch that lay upon 
Colonel Beale's Wharf, and burnt with such Violence, that, although the 
Town Engins were there in a short Time, and played with great Judgement, 
and - upward of 100 men from the Winchelsea and Jamaica assisted, who were 
very active and serviceable, it consumed all the Stores on the said Wharf, 
with what was in them, before its Progress could be stopped. His Excel- 
lency the Governor, tho' remote from it, was among the first at the Spot, 
upon the Alarm of Fire, and having immediately given such Directions as were 
necessary upon this Occasion and on account of the Number of Acadians 
here, Staid 'till the Fire was totally extinguished — Providentially it was 
calm; for had the Wind been blowing from the Westward (it being Low- 
Water) none of the Vessels lying at that and some other adjacent Wharves, 
nor a great number of Stores, full of Valuable Merchandize could have been 
saved; or had it been Easterly, all the Trading Part of the Town might have 
been destroyed, or at least must have suffered very considerably — In the 
Stores that have been consumed were about 160 Barrels of Rice, 7 Hogshead 
of Sugar, 5 of Rum, 1 Cask of Indico, 40 Coils of Cordage some Flour and 
many other articles; the Quantity of Pitch burnt was about 50 Barrels. 
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1756. Sept. 29. Miss Ashby married. 33 29. I was seized with 
the Rheumatism severely, but became better 
2d. Oct. 

Oct. 7. Mrs. Gadsden brought Eliz. Hasell to live with 
me. 34 16. Peter Banbury came to Town sick. 
26. Mr. M. to Silkhope. 29. He returned to 
Town. 

Nov. 1. The Governor. Mr. & Mrs. Wright, Mr. Beau- 
fain, Mr. Cleland at dinner. 35 14. Mrs. 
Ansley died. 36 

Dec. 7. Went to Colo. Izard's in the country. 37 8. Re- 
mained there. 9. Went to Dorchester. 10. 
To the Widow Izard's. 11. Returned to 
Town. 12. The Governor drank tea with us. 
Mrs. Grindlay I. 38 25. Peter Banbury died. 39 
28. Mrs. Lynch l. 40 

(To be continued.) 

° She married Nicholas Harleston for his second wife. (This Magazine, 
vol. 3.) 

u Probably Elizabeth, daughter of Thomas Hasell and his wife Alice Mor- 
ritt, baptized Aug. 10, 1746. (Reg. St. Thomas and St. Dennis.) 

* Gov. Win. Henry Lyttleton, who arrived at the end of May, 1756 (5. C. 
Gas. June 5, 1756), Hon. Hector Beranger de Beaufain, member of Council, 
Hon. John Cleland, member of Council, Mr. and Mrs. Wright, not so easy to 
identify; possibly James Wright, Attorney Gen. at this period, son of Robert, 
chief Justice, owned the "Retreat" in 1756. (This Magazine, vol. xix, p. 58.) 

* Mary, the wife of John Ainslie, (probably daughter of Benjamin Child 
and his wife Hannah Elliott. See p. 28 supra). (Salley's Marriage Notices, 
p. 14.) 

" Col. Walter Izard, of Cedar Grove, St. George's parish (This Maga- 
zine, vol. 2, pp. 230-231.) The "Widow Izard" probably the relict of John 
Izard, of Oak Forrest. 

38 Oct. 11, 1755, James Grindlay & Christian Govan married. Dec. 9, 
1756, John, son of James & Christian Grindlay born. (St. Philip's Reg. Mss.) 

"Peter Banbury was a son of James Banbury and Judith Manigault, 
bom June 16, 1722. (St. Philips Reg.) 

"Thomas Lynch Senr. Esq. married in March, 1755, Hannah, fourth 
daughter of Jacob Motte; this is their first child. (Salley's Marriage Notices, 
page 18.) 



